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build trust in the learning process. I also believe in the "I do, we do, you
do" model for helping increase independence. Figuring out a
communication pathway is vital for kiddos with visual impairment. My
passion is learning, reflecting, and improving my teaching as well as
advocating for what is best for the child. Additionally, I finished up my +30
in special education with an emphasis in Applied Behavior Analysis (ABA)
last year after many years of classes. I’m a life long learner!

roller-skating, bush walking, playing guitar and writing. She has a Master's
degree in Special Education, and taught as a Special Ed. Support Resource
teacher in Australian public schools, before moving to America in 1997.
Heather now runs a small private school and tutoring business out of her
home, as well as provides educational consulting, parent coaching and
advocacy services. Through a life lived without reliance on vision, as well
as through her work with blind and low-vision children and their parents,
Heather is convinced that it is not the amount of vision one has that
ultimately matters -- it is what you do with everything else you do have
that makes all the difference! 

Music therapy is a great way to support
development, and to foster physical,
emotional, cognitive and social needs for
children and adults alike. We want to
highlight a summer  program being offered
here in Nashville through a partnership
between Empower Music Therapy and In
Tune Music and Wellness, both local music
therapy organizations. Four programs for
various age groups will be held in the month
of July.  Sessions will take place at MOVE
Inclusive Dance Studio. For more information
or to register, please click the link below.

Register now for our VIISA training program!

Meet Heather Field
 

Announcing the 
BEST Together Podcast!

We are happy to announce that Blind Early
Services TN has partnered with SocialGood
Fund, a national nonprofit organization based
in California. "SocialGood works to create and
establish positive influences for individuals,
communities, and the environment. Our goal
is to sponsor and develop projects that will
help positively impact and develop local
communities into healthier and happier places
to live, work, and be." As a fiscally sponsored
project of SocialGood, BEST is able to reach a
larger network of families, increasing our
impact. Please visit socialgoodfund.org for
more information about their mission.

Staff Spotlight: Patience Piesecki

BEST will be hosting our first cohort of the national VIISA training program
beginning this July. Providers in Tennessee who work with children ages 
 0-5 can reach out now to register. The program will provide specialized
training to support those working with young children who are blind or
low-vision, and results in certification. Please see attached flyer and
registration link below, or contact info@blindearlyservices.org for more
information.

BEST is hiring! Are you a developmental therapist with experience or interest in
working with children ages birth to 3? We are looking for applicants seeking

employment on a full- or part-time basis. Please contact us at
info@blindearlyservices.org to learn more.

Hi! I'm Patience and I have been a certified Teacher
of the Visually Impaired for 8 years now and have
worked with individuals of all ages and abilities for
over 11 years. I believe that our field has a unique
aspect to it as no two children are alike  - that’s why
it’s always so exciting to get to know each child I
work with! I love to observe and let the child lead to

Be sure to tune in next month when Heather Field
will be our guest speaker in our first BEST
Together podcast. One of eight children, Heather
was born and raised in Australia and lost her sight
by the age of two. She grew up on a small farm,
attending a school for the blind and then a regular
high school, enjoying hobbies such as judo,

Bubble pop sensory toys are great for all children, but especially for those who are
blind or low-vision! They support fine motor development, pre-Braille tactile skills
and can help reduce stress or fidgeting. The slight popping sound they make can
be fun for the child. They are easy to clean and transportable -- we love using
them in restaurants, car rides or on airplanes! For older children they can easily be
turned into a game. Great for all ages!

BEST has partnered with
SocialGood Fund!

MAY RELEASE
BEST TOGETHER PODCAST:

HEATHER FIELD 

STARTING JULY 2021
CERTIFIED VIISA TRAINING

FOR TN PROVIDERS

Music Therapy Summer Program in Nashville

WHAT WE'RE LOVING THIS MONTH!

MARK YOUR
CALENDAR

*Note: as an Amazon Associate, BEST receives a portion of qualifying purchases made via our
curated list of books and toys found on our website. Thank you for supporting BEST by
shopping our page!

STARTING JUNE 2021
NFB BELL ACADEMY 

SUMMER BRAILLE
ENRICHMENT PROGRAM

JULY 2021
MUSIC THERAPY SUMMER

PROGRAM IN NASHVILLE

To reach more families across numerous time zones, BEST
is adding a new podcast format to our BEST Together
program. Much like our webinars, we'll be interviewing
professionals, parents and those with lived experience to
share their stories. The BEST Together Podcast will be
available on all podcast outlets and linked from our social
media pages and website next month. Stay tuned!
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MUSIC THERAPY GROUPS 
July 7-30th 2021 

STORYBOOK 
ADVENTURES 
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$150/participant (Sibling and Multi-Group rates available) 

To register: 
http://www.intunemusicandwellness.com/registration.html 

lau ren@intunemw.com or katekellymusictherapy@gmail.com 
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