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February is Low Vision and Rare Disease Awareness

February is a meaningful month for our community.

It is both Low Vision Awareness Month and Rare

Disease Awareness Month — two observances that

shine a light on children and families who are too

often overlooked simply because their diagnoses are

uncommon.

At BEST, we believe something deeply and without

hesitation: low incidence should never mean left to

slip through the cracks. Every child with vision loss

— no matter how rare the condition — deserves

expert support, tailored resources, and a community

that understands.

This month, we also celebrate and uplift the

incredible work of partners and advocates who are

advancing awareness and support for rare vision-

related conditions. Organizations like the Coats’

Disease Foundation, Kat6 Foundation,  Usher

Syndrome Coalition, and Charge Syndrome

Foundation, and more, embody the kind of

leadership and compassion our families need.

Together, we are part of a growing movement that

refuses to let rare be relegated to “rarely seen.” We

honor the children whose diagnoses are uncommon,

support the families who work tirelessly on their

behalf, and stand alongside allies who are pushing

MARK YOUR CALENDAR

 

February 26 (12:00 PM - 1:00 PM)

Vanderbilt TRIAD Families First Toilet Training
(Rescheduled from Jan.; Re-registration required) 

 

February 26 (4:30 PM - 6:00 PM)

Empower Music Therapy Open House

 

February 28 (5:30 PM - 8:30 PM)

Flip for Function Parents Night Out

 

March 9 (1:00 PM - 2:00 PM)

Perkins: CVI for the TVI

 

March 13 (11:00 AM - 12:00 PM)

Perkins: Q&A on CVI & O&M

 

March 18 (5:30 PM - 8:30 PM)

Flip for Function Parents Night Out
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https://vumc.us20.list-manage.com/track/click?u=947a0ba57b5bd27bf56babf86&id=9ae527b0bc&e=3f98f71392
https://partiful.com/e/falTjz3eiO5EXVQDgvQR?
https://g3j1.engage.squarespace-mail.com/r?m=698e6af8e4d6b86d629053f2&u=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.jackrabbitclass.com%2Feventcalendar.asp%3Fid%3D%26key%3D%26clabel%3D%26date%3D2%252F22%252F2026%26orgid%3D552335&w=68c9eb3c83b2b95e1ae4d8b9&c=b_698e6627ebe0c67755103989&l=en-US&s=IFHwwFS8_0lwhtCquSrIdPsQwgw%3D
https://click.email.perkins.org/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjE5OWU2MzAxLTU2MGItNDNhOC04YzMyLTYxNjQwZTljYzMyYiIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiMTU3a1dFYnN4VnBwMmprNGYzd1U4UT09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6IkhSVFU1ZEg3THUvNDNxeVpSNUZUM3NvUG5MNS9BSGZOdG44cmgyMk41ZGlZb0NKVzBCb3lpSmd3SzBlYlB0dHV2UzlOWnlEKzIwbEtHc0hHdjlpMzIvaVFDdmsvSENzMFZ1Yk1MOWVlNUZoRzdNVmFhZG81T0g5OEZQRT0iLCJhdXRoVGFnIjoidjlpMzIvaVFDdmsvSENzMFZ1Yk1Mdz09In0%3D
https://click.email.perkins.org/?qs=eyJkZWtJZCI6IjZkMWUwODlkLTI3ZGQtNDEzMy1iYzJmLTExODFlMWM3N2YyMyIsImRla1ZlcnNpb24iOjEsIml2IjoiSFhuNU1lcmpMQU5FQ3dCbXkreUROZz09IiwiY2lwaGVyVGV4dCI6IkRGL3g1TWdxb0pBOEx6eWpNNDVMU3RzQzVEc0U2b1gwa3l1SnR0Uksyd2s0cFJKaTJrVXJXbG1BTCtQL2RJYTBRdkFoNlNBUTY4Y20wckJHd2RyTkt5blhrdEVLRE0wR3h1OFNSeDE1K1RIcTR5d0RSQXNBWnN2c2d6WT0iLCJhdXRoVGFnIjoid2RyTkt5blhrdEVLRE0wR3h1OFNSdz09In0%3D
https://app.jackrabbitclass.com/eventcalendar.asp?id=&key=&clabel=&date=2%2F22%2F2026&orgid=552335
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for research, resources, and recognition. Every

family deserves support. And every rare condition

deserves our collective attention and action.

 

April 9

High Hopes: Touch a Truck

 

Early Intervention Caregiver & Provider Support Services

(CAPSS) Available Through TRIAD

We’re grateful to share an additional support opportunity available through our friends at TRIAD at

Vanderbilt Kennedy Center.

The Early Intervention Caregiver and Provider Support Services (CAPSS) program offers six one-hour

telehealth coaching consultations for families who may benefit from targeted behavioral support.

There are two pathways for referral:

A child has concerns related to autism and has been referred for an evaluation (an autism diagnosis is not

required, and the child may still be on a waitlist), or

Autism is not a primary concern, but the child is engaging in unsafe behaviors and the family and

Developmental Therapist would benefit from additional support and strategies.

To qualify, children must:

Have at least three months remaining in TEIS

Be receiving in-home Developmental Therapy during regular business hours (Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.–

5:00 p.m.)

Have a caregiver who is actively participating in developmental therapy sessions

If you believe your child — or a child on your caseload — may benefit from CAPSS services, we encourage you

to check with your Service Coordinator about eligibility and next steps for referral.

We’re thankful for partners like TRIAD who expand access to meaningful, practical support for families

navigating early intervention.

 

Go Baby Go looking for Families!

Our friends in Belmont's Occupational Therapy and

Vanderbilt's Biomedical Engineering  programs are

https://www.highhopesforkids.org/event/touch-a-truck
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once again seeking families interested in

participating in their Go Bay Go Program. 

What is Go Baby Go? Belmont students adapt ride-

on cars for young children with mobility challenges

so they can explore, play, and grow in their

environment with confidence. 

Child Criteria

Under 4 years old
Weigh less than 35 lbs
Have a mobility impairment
Require any postural support
Are willing to work with a group of students

Event Dates: 

Virtual Meet-n-Greet: Thursday March 12th 

Primary Event: Friday, March 27th

Alternative Event: Friday, April 17th 

Express Interest Here!

 

Share your experience with researchers at FSU!

This research, led through Florida State University, is

examining:

• Parent experiences with early assessment and

diagnosis

• Barriers to identifying dual diagnoses (ASD + VI)

• Educational impact and service access

• Gaps in intervention systems

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSflj2IyBv0np0-o0PQNZSvMk_Lgk3Tm6my3E5WMMNn2CxPm2g/viewform
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Take the Family Experience Survey by clicking

here!

Families navigating both autism and visual

impairment are frequently siloed — viewed through

one lens or the other, but rarely both. That

fragmentation has real consequences for early

identification and educational planning.

This study centers parent-reported experiences to

better understand where systems are working —

and where they are not.

Survey details:

10–15 minutes to complete
 
Anonymous
 
Available in English and Spanish
 
Open until March 11, 2026

 

 

What We're Loving This Month

In celebration of new releases this month, we’re sharing Little
Dandelion Press!

Their titles feature high-contrast visuals, clear layouts, and tactile-
friendly designs that make exploring colors, animals, and environments
accessible and engaging for young readers. From the lively animals in
What Lives in the Ocean? to the playful peek-a-boo fun of Hide & Seek
Silly Snowman, each book is thoughtfully crafted to spark curiosity and
delight while supporting early literacy and sensory development.

Check out their books! 

https://fsu.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_3e2baodBnmMjzlc
https://littledandelionpress.com/
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About Us

BEST ensures that families are
empowered and equipped to

provide children with
blindness or low vision their

BEST start. 

Links

The Best Story

Get Involved

Donate

Corporate Partnership

Let's be BEST friends

If you no longer wish to receive emails unsubscribe here

104 East Park Drive, Suite 100, Brentwood, TN 37027, USA

https://www.blindearlyservices.org/the-best-story/
https://www.blindearlyservices.org/get-involved/
https://www.blindearlyservices.org/donate/
https://www.blindearlyservices.org/corporate-partnership/
https://givebutter.com/dashboard/accounts/197856/messages/312894/preview#

